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corrupt influencing of witnesses and their resulting false testimonies.348 To this 

end, he issued directions and instructions to the other convicted persons, 

Mr Kilolo, Mr Mangenda and Mr Babala, while the latter sought authorisation 

and approval for their respective criminal conduct. Indeed, as the Chamber 

concluded, Mr Kilolo made clear that he was acting on behalf of Mr Bemba,349 and 

Mr Kilolo, Mr Mangenda and Mr Babala were constantly concerned with pleasing 

Mr Bemba and implementing his instructions to his satisfaction.350  

220. Mr Bemba, while in detention, planned, authorised and approved the illicit 

coaching of the 14 Main Case Defence Witnesses and provided concrete 

instructions as to what and how witnesses should testify which were relayed by 

Mr Kilolo.351 Mr Bemba was kept informed at all times about the illicit coaching 

activities.352 He also spoke on the telephone with witnesses, such as D-19 and 

D-55.353 Mr Bemba was in control of the payment scheme and authorised the 

payment of money, including illicit payments to witnesses prior to their 

testimony, and ensured that financial means were available to Mr Kilolo and 

Mr Mangenda with which they executed the illicit activities.354 Mr Bemba took 

steps, as agreed with Mr Kilolo and Mr Mangenda, to conceal the common plan, 

such as the use of coded language.355  

221. Having participated in the illicit coaching activities with Mr Kilolo and 

Mr Mangenda, Mr Bemba presented the evidence given by the 14 Main Case 

Defence Witnesses, through his counsel, knowing that the evidence was false. 

Mr Bemba exercised decision-making authority, including giving directions 

                                                 
348

 Judgment, ICC-01/05-01/13-1989-Red, paras 806 and 816.  
349

 Judgment, ICC-01/05-01/13-1989-Red, paras 380(iii) and 586.  
350

 Judgment, ICC-01/05-01/13-1989-Red, paras 495, 724, 726, 727 and 806.  
351

 Judgment, ICC-01/05-01/13-1989-Red, paras 495, 688, 704, 728-729, 731-732, 734, 737, 806, 808, 811-812, 

816 and 924.  
352

 Judgment, ICC-01/05-01/13-1989-Red, paras 808-811 and 816. 
353

 Judgment, ICC-01/05-01/13-1989-Red, paras 740-741.  
354

 Judgment, ICC-01/05-01/13-1989-Red, paras 693-701, 703, 813 and 816.  
355

 Judgment, ICC-01/05-01/13-1989-Red, paras 737-741, 751-757 and 819.  
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Done in both English and French, the English version being authoritative.

Judge Bertram Schmitt 
Presiding Judge

/in /su
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